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Summary: 

Emily thinks there's good and bad things about using plastic money. 

Welcome to the Learning English Podcasts produced by Vamos 
Academy. 

Try not to look at this until you’ve done all the exercises that go with the listening. 

Plastic money 

Jackie: We’re talking aboutmoney, plastic money. And with me is Emily 
again, hi Emily. 

Emily: Hello 

Jackie: So Emily, tell me first of all um… how many credit cards do you have? 

Emily: Well, Jackie, I don’t actually have a credit card um… but I’ve got a 
debit card. 

Jackie: Ah… ok, so it means that the money comes… 

Emily: Um… it just comes straight from my bank, really. 

Jackie: Ok. What do you usually use your debit card for? 

Emily: Um… I use it mostly um… just to get money out of a cash 

machine. 

Jackie: From the bank. 

Emily: From the bank exactly, exactly. Um… it depends where I am though, 
sometimes I can use my debit card when I go shopping in the super 
market. 

Jackie: And in other shops as well? 

Emily: Yes. Um… some small shops don’t take debit cards. Um… but, 
nowadays, many do. 

Jackie: Do you use it, Emily, do you use your debit card for buying 
things online? 



Emily: Yes, sometimes. Um… I usually buy flights online: it’s much easier, I 
find, and much quicker… 

Jackie: …than going to travel agents. 

Emily: Exactly, exactly. Um… sometimes, I find books, some books online 
as well. 

Jackie: Do you use Amazon? 

Emily: Yes, I do. 

Jackie: Mmm. Do you buy clothes online? 

Emily: No, I don’t, I don’t. 

Jackie: But… but, ok, so you use your debit card online… 

Emily: Mmm 

Jackie: …do you worry about that? Do you worry about the security? 

Emily: Um… yes, sometimes I do. Um… luckily, nothing has happened so 
far, but when I was a student, I had a problem er… with someone 
copying my debit card and they spent a lot of my money on first 
class train tickets around the UK. 

Jackie: Oh, no. 

Emily: I know, it was awful. 

Jackie: Did you lose the money? 

Emily: I lost it for a bit. Um… but then the bank paid it back to me, thank 
goodness, but I felt very stressed at the time. 

Jackie: Mmm… I can imagine. So, when was the last time you used your 

card? 

Emily: Actually, about two hours ago, in fact. 

Jackie: Oh, really? 

Emily: Yeah 

Jackie: What… what did you buy? 

Emily: Um… I… I just took money out of my, out of the bank 

machine…. 



Jackie: Oh ok. 

Emily: …really. 

Jackie: Ok. Do you think, do you think Emily, that you buy more things 
because you have your debit card or not? 

Emily: Um… it’s an interesting question Jackie. Um… I think everything is 
much easier with the debit card because you can… you always 
have money on you in the sense that you’ve always got plastic 
money on you. 

Jackie: Have… have you, have you sometimes been in a shop or seen 
something online and you bought it because it’s… it’s been easier to 
use your card? 

Emily: Um…. yes, but I… I always… I think some people don’t see a card 
as money… 

Jackie: Mmm 

Emily: …and I think, I’ve always seen it as being real money. I think, 
may be that’s a good thing or else I would’ve spent all my money 
a long time ago. So, um… it is easier, but I still always know when 
I’m spending money. 

Jackie: So, you’re a… you’re a careful user of a debit card. 

Emily: Yes, yes. I think I am. 

Jackie: Very sensible, Emily. [Laughs] Thank you very much. 



Worksheet Vocabulary 

1.  Read the following 10 sentences and choose the correct verb from the box. 
You need to use each verb once. 

lose spend buy worry take out pay back copy take have use 

a. Some small shops don’t  cards, they only want real 
money. 

b. We  our cards when we go shopping, it’s so 
easy. 

c. Mary and Jane  all their clothes 
online. 

d. They never  about security. 

e. You can  _ a lot of money with your card if you’re  not 

careful. f You can also  money if someone steals your card 

and uses it. g Usually the banks  the money. 

h. I just use my card to  money from a cash 
machine. 

i. I don’t want someone to  my card if I use it in a shop 
or restaurant. 

j. Some people think it’s best not to  any cards at 
all! 

2. Grammar extension. Put these irregular verbs into the past 

tense. lose/spend/buy/take/pay/copy/have/ 



WorkSheet Level A2 

Try not to look at the transcript while doing these exercises! Always read the 
instructions and all the information in the tasks before listening. Listen as 
many times as you like. 

Plastic money 

1. Before listening: 
a. do the extra vocabulary worksheet Places: the bank from the 
‘extras’ page first. 
b. which sentence below is true for you? 

• I don’t have any credit /debit cards, I only use real money. 
• I have a card but I’m very careful with it. 
• I have quite a lot of cards and use them a lot. 
• I use my cards all the time! I don’t have any money left! 

2. Listen for general meaning: listen to the whole podcast. Which 
sentence above is true for Emily? 

3.

Listen for detail: listen again and decide if the following sentences are True or False. 
Put a tick (✓) in the correct column. 

True False

a Emily doesn’t have a credit card

b She mainly uses the card to withdraw money 
from a bank cash machine

c All shops take debit cards

d Emily uses her card to buy things online

e She buys plane tickets online

f She buys books and clothes online

g She worries about using her card online

h When she was a student somebody stole her card

i The person used her card to buy first class 
plane tickets with her card

j Emily never got the money back from the bank

k The last time Emily used her card was 2 days ago

l Emily thinks using a card is easier than using 
real money

m Emily thinks her card is real money



AnswerSheet 

1      a       Some small shops don’t take cards, they only want real money. 
b We use our cards when we go shopping, it’s so easy. 
c. Mary and Jane buy all their clothes online. 
d. They never worry about security. 
e. You can spend a lot of money with your card if you’re not careful. 
f        You can also lose money if someone steals your card and uses it. 
g Usually the banks pay back the money. 
h        I just use my card to take out money from a cash machine. 
i I don’t want someone to copy my card if I use it in a shop 

or restaurant. 
j Some people think it’s best not to have any cards at all! 
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lose lost 

spend spent 

buy bought 

take took 

pay paid 

copy copied 

have had


